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FACE OF HOMELESSNESS IN DALLAS, TEXAS 






“One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, 
if one has not dined well.” 
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ABSTRACT “Face of homelessness in Dallas” is a creative, research‐based project. Its findings are based on one‐on‐one interviews with homeless people and people working with them.  I worked frequently with The Stewpot in Dallas, TX on this project.  The Stewpot is an organization focused on issues of homelessness and has been in existence since 1975. I took portraits of homeless people and chose the stories that touched me the most for this publication.  Some of their names have been changed upon request of my subjects.  I also made a video for The Stewpot organization, which is expanding its operations to tackle the problem of homelessness more efficiently.  This project made me realize the complexity of the problem of homelessness, that the homeless population are not what others call “lazy,” but in fact need money but they do need a second chance. 
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MR. SMITH I met Mr. Smith who told me briefly about his past.  He told me he is a United States veteran and has been applying for jobs everyday but hasn’t been able to find one so far. Smith thinks he doesn’t get qualify for jobs because of his past, which includes him spending 15 years in jail.  He said he is truly repentant about what happened but would like to have a second chance at life.  He is now working at Stewpot as a vendor for the newspaper Street 
Zine.  Homeless people buy the newspaper from Stewpot and sell it at a small profit.  They keep the portion of the money they make by selling the newspaper. I met Smith often and he always had a smile on his face, saying he is happy and his homelessness will end one day. From Smith’s story I learned that homeless people are looking for a second chance and not necessarily a handout.  If they do not get a job because they have a past record, then how will they ever be able to get off the street? 
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CONCLUSION This project helped me understand what homeless people are experiencing day in and day out.  I hardly found anyone who was just being lazy and wanted a handout.  The ones that I met wanted a chance to prove themselves, and were trying to do that every day.  Through The Stewpot, they were actively working on making resumes and perfecting interviewing skills, and all the while dealing with all the drama that life was throwing at them. In particular, I saw in my subjects for this Engaged Learning project a hope to make it, if for the only way out it is to go through. 
